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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make the rate of 
reading an image at low density greater without 
causing degradation in image quality and increase 
of circuit scale in a solid-state image pickup 
device to read the image by pixel matrixes of two 
lines. 

SOLUTION: When the image is* read at high density, 
the gate of a discharging gate 14 is turned off and 
all signal electric charges read by two lines are 
transferred to an electric charge detecting part 7. 
When the image is read at low density, transfer of 
the signal electric charge at a &phiv;1 transfer 
electrode 10 at the final stage is stopped while the 
gate of the discharging gate 14 is turned on. Among 
the signal electric charges read by two lines, the 
signal electric charge from a second CCD shift 
register 6 is discharged from an electric charge 
discharging drain 13 to the outside and only the 
signal electric charge from a first CCD shift 



register 5 is transferred to the electric charge 
detecting part 7. 
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